LAROUCHE

LARDUCHE, QUEBEC, CANMADA
Claude Simard
From 2ooo
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Fvergthing is possible, You cen do semething great cven in the smallest of

contests, CLAUDE SIMARD

Ao vxtraocdinary and Giscinating, not o mention ambidous, arovork
is talding shape in raral Quebee under the watchful eye of Canadian
artist Claude Simard (b, 1956), The site, and ta a certain extent,
the subjeet, of the installation is Larouche, a village of around ane
thousand inhubitanes, Itis Simard's hometown, and althouglh he
left in 1976, his des o the villuge where bis fmily sl lives remain
strong, His bold vision for Larouche is nothing short of turning the
village into a living, breathing worlc ofare. This involves reshaping
the visual landscape through the insertion of built elements
inteprated into che existing environment. The project is conceived a4
a single, evolving work, in which the new elemeors are nor randomly
imposcid, but carcfully sitgated 1o puide the viewer on a voyage af
discovery throughour the village. This journey facilicates contact
between a variety of cultures, exposure to different are endencies
and torms of expression, and highlighes the surcounding naceal
beauty of the ared,

The peoject was concelved in 2ooo, and Simard anticipaces

spending a decade an it. To dare, this work-in-progress has involved

the purchase ot vighteen buildings and their transportation to
Larcuche, The majority of these are from Quebec and include the

village's first ourpost (18ge — Larouche was founded in tigs), a

(mebec house and two preshyteries (priests” houses) - one from 1895
and the other from the 19205, an old cabinet-making warehouse and a

number of houses from the 1gzos and tgqos. Many of these have been

Tap The Camalizn villige of Luneche
lies restiel e the Bills of merat Quabes,
awalle through the traditional architectuee o the region, A stroll Aboue Several Quehec buikdings have
besten transposted to Laroache, The
righi-hiand building will be anaxhibition
of the Catholic Church in the tormation of the identity of the region, space far viden art, while the building
on the lett will houss @ permancnl
axhibition of work by Canadian artist
are the buildings transplanted from southarn India, which Simard arthurvilleneuve (gin-gol.

saved from destruction and moved 1o the contre of Larouche, creating
down main street immediately maloes clear the all-pervasive influence

The most astonishing elements in the transformation of Larouche
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